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And so we’re thrilled to be with you.
We’re also honored to be steps away from
some of the oldest Biblical texts. I don’t
know if you’ve had a chance to go through
the museum. I strongly urge you to do
so—if they open it up for you like they
did—[laughter]. But these documents tell
the story of the righteous—of a righteous
God and His relationship with an ancient
people.

There’s no doubt in my mind that the
patriarchs of ancient Israel and the pioneers
of modern Israel would marvel at the
achievements of this nation. I mean, if you
really think about it, I doubt few of the
prognosticators would have projected Israel
to be what it is today: a modern, thriving
democracy in the heart of the Middle East.
It’s been an amazing transformation of dry
valleys to fertile lands. And the new tech-
nologies being nurtured here are a great
testimony to the truest resource of the
Israeli people, and that’s the brainpower
and ingenuity and drive.

I gave a speech today in the Knesset.
It was such an honor to stand in that hal-
lowed hall. One of the things I wished I
would have projected maybe more clearly
was the fact that this is a land of coura-
geous people, people who have had to
withstand bombings and suiciders but never
lost faith, people who have shown incred-
ible resilience. And it’s a nation worthy of
our support and a nation worthy of our
friendship.

As I said in my speech, I’m—I truly be-
lieve that if we stay firm in our resolve,
resist the temptation to give in to the ter-
rorists, and believe in the transformative
capacity of liberty, someday other nations

in the region will share the blessings of
democracy and liberty. Someday they’ll
know that they’ll have governments that re-
spond to the people. They’ll build schools
instead of bombs; that they’ll not want a
war with their neighbors, but want to live
in peace. And that’s the dream, and that’s
the hope. And I firmly believe it can come
true.

I do want to pay tribute to one brave
soul, and that is Liviu Librescu. I don’t
know if you remember him, but he was
the teacher at Virginia Tech. His folks live
in Israel. I bring him up because it was
a courageous act of selflessness—he
blocked the doorway to his classroom with
his body to allow his students to escape.
And I think it’s a fitting final statement
here in Israel for me to make—to say that,
isn’t it amazing that a survivor of the Holo-
caust gave his life for others in the Virginia
countryside? And I just want his family to
know that we appreciate his courage and
that his legacy lives on.

And so thanks for coming. Thanks for
honoring a great nation and a worthy
friendship. I’m proud to be here on Israeli
soil as the President of the United States
of America. I’m proud to carry our banner
of liberty around the world. And I’m proud
to proclaim our deep desire for peace.

Thanks for coming. God bless you. God
bless Israel. And God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to James S. Snyder,
director, the Israel Museum; and President
Shimon Peres and Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert of Israel.

Remarks in a Discussion With Israeli Youth in Jerusalem
May 16, 2008

The President. Please sit down. First of
all, Laura and I are honored that you’d

join us. Thanks very much for sharing some
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thoughts with us. As you know, we’re par-
ents of young professional women. We’re
interested to know what’s on your mind.
And if you’ve got any questions of me, I’ll
be glad to answer them.

What’s on my mind is peace. I hope
someday that everybody will be able to co-
exist and respect each other’s religions and
work together for harmony. And I believe
it’s possible. And I know it’s going to hap-
pen when young people put a—get their
minds together and say, ‘‘Listen, let’s make
this work.’’

So I’m interested in your thoughts, and
so is Laura. And we’re pleased to be joined
by Condoleezza.

And perhaps you’d like to say something
to begin with?

Participant. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush,
thank you so much for choosing to spend
this time with us. This is an amazing oppor-
tunity, and I’m very honored and glad to
be here. Congratulations, mazel tov for
your daughter’s wedding. [Laughter]

I think this museum comes to show how
unique this land and this region is. It’s so
rich with history, the Cradle of Civilization.
While on the other hand, we see that Israel
is such a new, vibrant country, only 60
years old. And we’re still building our coun-
try; nothing is for certain here. And we—
I, my friends, we want peace; we want to
see the world like—live in peace, especially
in this region. And I do hope—and I guar-
antee that myself as, hopefully, a future
leader will do the best I can, the best of
my abilities in order to make it happen.

I think that it’s for now. [Laughter]
The President. Thank you. You want to

share some thoughts?
[At this point, another participant made
brief remarks.]

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at
the Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Burma
May 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 2008.

The crisis between the United States and
Burma arising from the actions and policies
of the Government of Burma, including its

engaging in large-scale repression of the
democratic opposition in Burma, that led
to the declaration of a national emergency
on May 20, 1997, and its expansion on Oc-
tober 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has
not been resolved. These actions and poli-
cies are hostile to U.S. interests and pose
a continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign
policy of the United States. For this reason,
I have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with re-
spect to Burma and maintain in force the
sanctions against Burma to respond to this
threat. This action does not inhibit any ef-
forts on the part of the United States to
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